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FOREWORD 


By direction of the Chief Surgeon, SWPA, this manual 
has been prepared as an aid to the accurate identification 
of captured Japanese drugs and medicines. 

It is obvious that for the proper preservation, classi¬ 
fication, and storage of captured material some workable 
and trustworthy method of identification must be had. 
The extreme difficulty of learning Japanese in a short period 
of time must be considered. 

The importance of preservation of captured medical 
material is apparent when one considers that the number 
of prisoners of war, both military and civil, is rapidly 
increasing and that we are required by the Articles of the 
Covenant of the Geneva Convention to provide adequate 
medical care for them. Likewise, the inevitable day when 
we shall occupy what is left of the Japanese Empire is fast 
approaching and may well bring with it a tremendous 
burden for the Medical Department. 

Japanese medical personnel will probably be available 
to a limited degree only and on our ability to accurately 
and properly use captured material will depend the saving 
of many millions of dollars worth of our own supplies and 
many thousands of tons of shipping space. 




NOTES ON THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE 


Study of the label? of Japanese medical supplies shows 
that practically everything is written either in Kanji or 
Katakana. Generally speaking, only drugs of long standing 
in the history of medicine, such as Quinine or Sodium 
Bicarbonate, are written in Kanji. Newer drugs, especially 
important ones as the sulfa group, are ordinarily written 
in Katakana. This is fortunate because the few older drugs 
of importance can be readily identified by memorizing or 
by comparison with reproductions of the complicated Kanji 
ideographs involved. A few Kanji characters are used in 
conjunction with Katakana. These, however, are few in 
number and are constantly recurring. They can be easily 
memorized. Katakana as used in medical supplies is relatively 
simple to learn. A chart has been prepared showing the 
characters found and notes on use of the chart are provided. 
A few hours’ practice in transposing kana into arabic and 
vice versa should enable one to readily read the labels qf 
their various medicines. Reproductions of preparations are 
included for reference. 

Katakana. —This system of writing is purely phonetic. 
Each character represents a sound which is comparable to 
our syllable. In most cases the sound is composed of one 
or two consonants followed by a vowel, as me, ra, chi, or tsu. 
The five vowels, a, e, i, o, u, and the letter n when the terminal 
letter of a word have a separate character. The sound “ I 
is not found in Japanese and is indicated by one of the r 
sounds, as re or ru. V is not found and is indicated by the 
, sound nearest to it, as bitamin for vitamine and waselin for 
vasdline.: l 


II 


In working out an unknown the greatest difficulty will 
be encountered in trying to pronounce the syllable when 
transposed. It must be remembered that practically every 
important recent pharmaceutical discovery has been Occi¬ 
dental. So that, when a Japanese reads of mercurochrome, 
for example, and decides he wants it for his pharmacopeia 
he has to try to reproduce that word in his archaic language. 
Some of the results are a bit startling, but by twisting the 
tongue a bit one can usually suddenly see what he is trying 
to reproduce. Japanese pronunciation is much softer than 
English. Vowels are almost invariably short. Thus ra is as 
in harm and never as in rage. Whenever a vowel is pro¬ 
nounced long, as the o in Dofuru, it is followed by the 
sign —. Dofuru is Dover’s. 

Examples of translation of an unknown : 



-a a-ru-co-ru = a-l-co-l 
Alcohol. 


- a-su-pi-ri-n — Aspirin. 
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~ di-hi-do-ro-o-ki-shi-co- 
de-i-no-n = Dihyroxy- 
codeinone. 
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Kanji ideographs repeatedly used with Katakana 
medical labels :— 


IS 

= Tablets 

5$ 

= Solution 

ii?i 

= Ointment 



fa- 

= Strong 


s Weak 
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INTRAMUSCULAR ATEBRIN 
(Japs have used this 
intravenously and 
intrathecally) 
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Synonyms: RYUKIEKKI [ 
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MALARIA MEDICINE, TYPE A 
(Atebrin) 
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malaria medicine, type b 
(P lasmoquin) 
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A TER CHLORINI NATION KIT 

1- Add 1 spoonful (spoon in kit) 
of powder from amber bottle to one 
canteen of water. Shake well for 5 
minutes. 

2. After. 10 more minutes, add 1 
spoonful of powder from white bottle. 

3. Wipe spoon off* 
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USED WITH* LARGE TYPE FILTER 
Dilute to 10%. Add 4.5 cc to 
18 litres of water. 
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Add 1-2 drops to 
canteen of water 
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GAS GANGRENE VACCINE 
B. Welchii 2000 u 
B. Septique 800 u 
B* Oedematiens 800 u 
B. Histolyticus 400 u 
(u- 1 Army Medical unit) 
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TYPHOID SERUM 
Shake well. Dilute 
1 to 5 with saline. 
To 0.5cc of this 
dilution add 0.5cc 
of original to make 
ono dose. 
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POT 331UM PERMANGANATE 
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Powder for > * 
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MELtiCURO CHROME 
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SjaUAKILAMIDE 



,Synonyms: RUJIRA, ARABAJIRA, 
i ZAUPIK, AJINON, TELAPOL, 
LUSIL, 7NEFRON?'. 
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STRONG BLEACHING POWDER ■ 

(For Dakin's solution) 
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THIRST 

QUENCHING 

TABLETS 
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Synonyms: 

RIVANOL 

RIMOAN 
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arushukin ' 

[U compound of colloidal silver 
chloride and a salicylate in 
charcoal. Proportions unknown 
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T BO PA-COCAINE 
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DERMATAL 

A mixture of Bismuth 
Subgallate and Iodoform. 
(To promote Granulations) 
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Spirits of HOBUHORU 
(Use 5 cc on hands for 
5 minutes to sterilise) 
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